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SUBJECT: REPORT ON AMBASSADOR COOPER'S MEETING WITH HONECKER 

REE: BERLIN 6583 

1 . AS IT HAS BEEN THE CUSTOM OF THE USAJK EMBASSIES AND 
THE FRG REPRESENTATION TO COMMUNICATE WITH EACH OTHER 
UPON ANY TALKS WITH SECRETARY GENERAL HONECKER, I TALKED 
TODAY (AUGUST 31) WITH AMBASSADOR CRADDOCK OF THE UK, 

AND ERG PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE GAUS, PROVIDING THEM 
WITH SUCH PORTIONS OF MY TALK WITH HONECKER AS I THOUGHT 
APPROPRIATE. 

2. 1 TOLD AMBASSADOR CRADDOCK ABOUT HONECKER’S DESCRIPTION 
OF HIS MEETING WITH BREZHNEV, SPECIFICALLY HIS STATEMENT 
THAT HE AND BREZHNEV HAD REACHED COMPLETE AGREEMENT ON 
ALL DOMESTIC AND FOREIGN POLICY ISSUES AND CONTINUED 
SUPPORT OP A POLICY OF DETENTE AND BETTERMENT OF 
RELATIONS WITH NON-SOCIALIST STATES; HONECKER'S STATEMENT 
THAT IT WAS HIS INTENTION TO CALM DOWN INCIDENTS ON THE 
BERLIN AND FRG/GDR BORDERS. AMBASSADOR CRADDOCK ASKED 
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PROTEST OR THE EXCHANGE OE NOTES ON THE QA ANNIVERSARY. 

I RESPONDED THAT HE HAD NOT MENTIONED EITHER OF THESE 
MATTERS. AS TO US/GDR RELATIONS, I NOTED HIS EMPHASIS 
ON EXPANDED TRADE. I MENTIONED THAT I HAD TOLD HONECKER 
THAT THE US EXPECTED PROGRESS ON THE CONSULAR CONVENTION, 
WITHOUT A DEFINITION OF NATIONALITY, AND ON HUMANITARIAN 
CASES. 

3. 1 HAD AN HOUR'S TALK WITH GAUS AND HE TOOK NOTES ON 
MY STATEMENTS. I TOLD HIM THE GENERAL CONTENT OF OUR 
DISCUSSION OF US/GDR RELATIONS AS REPORTED IN BERLIN 6583. 

HE WAS INTERESTED IN MY STATEMENT TO HONECKER THAT THE 
US EXPECTED PROGRESS IN THE NEGOTIATION OF THE CONSULAR 
CONVENTION WITHOUT A DEFINITION OF NATIONALITY, AND 
PROGRESS IN HUMANITARIAN CASES. I DID NOT MENTION TO 
GAUS HONECKER'S STATEMENT ABOUT EMIGRATION OF OLDER 
PEOPLE TO JOIN THEIR FAMILIES IN THE US; HIS STATEMENT 
THAT HE WOULD EXAMINE THE QUESTION OF EXIT PERMITS IN 
CASES OF TRAGEDY, NOR HIS STATEMENT REGARDING THE JEWISH 
MATERIAL CLAIMS COMMITTEE. 

4. GAUS EXPRESSED GREAT INTEREST IN HONECKER'S REPORT 
ON HIS MEETING WITH BREZHNEV AND HIS STATEMENT ON THE 
BORDER INCIDENTS. HE ASKED IF I HAD RAISED THE LATTER 
SUBJECT, AND I RESPONDED THAT HONECKER HAD TAKEN THE 
INITIATIVE. GAUS TOLD ME THAT HE HAD PASSED HONECKER'S 
STATEMENT ON BORDER INCIDENTS TO CHANCELLOR SCHMIDT AND 
THAT BOTH DESIRED TO PREVENT INCIDENTS AND TO RESTORE CLAM. 
I ASKED GAUS IF HE THOUGHT THAT HONECKER COULD CONTROL 
THE SITUATION. GAUS RESPONDED "I THINK SO", BUT THAT 

HE BELIEVES HONECKER HAS OPPOSITION IN THE GDR LEADERSHIP. 

IN EXPLANATION OF THIS STATEMENT GAUS SAID THAT HONECKER 
HAD TOLD HIM THAT HE WOULD DO ALL POSSIBLE TO ACHIEVE 
RESTRAINT BUT SAID "I NEED HELP." GAUS SAID HE CONSIDERED 
THIS TO BE A REQUEST FOR RESTRAINT ON THE ERG SIDE, BUT 
HE ALSO THOUGHT IT MEANT THAT HE NEEDED SUCH ERG RESTRAINT 
TO SUPPORT HONECKER'S POSITION ON THIS SUBJECT WITHIN 
THE GDR LEADERSHIP. GAUS THOUGHT HONECKER'S TALK WITH 
ME COULD HAVE SOME CONNECTION WITH HIS WON TALK WITH 
HONECKER AND THAT HONECKER WISHED TO CONVEY TO THE USG 
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HIS POSITION ON BORDER INCIDENTS. 

5. GAUS ASKED ME ABOUT ANY COMMENTS HONECKER MIGHT 
HAVE MADE ON THE TRANSIT ISSUE OR ALLIED PROTEST. I 
TOLD HIM THAT HE HAD NOT MADE ANY COMMENTS. I TOLD HIM 
THAT I HAD SIAD TO HONECKER THAT I HAD NO COMPETENCE 
ON MATTERS AFFECTING FRG/GDR RELATIONS OR THE QA, 

BUT THAT I DID TELL HONECKER THAT SUCH INCIDENTS, 
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INVOLVING CONFRONTRATIONS AND VIOLENCE, WERE MATTERS 
OE DEEP CONCERN. 

6. AT A RECEPTION GIVEN BY THE CZECH AMBASSADOR EOR 
THE BANGLADESH AMBASSADOR WHO IS LEAVING FOR KUWAIT, 
SOVIET DCM GROMYKO CAME UP TO ME. AFTER THE USUAL 
GREETINGS HE SAID THAT THE SOVIET EMBASSY HAD BEEN 
VERY BUSY, AND WOULD BE VERY BUSY DURING THE MONTH 
OE SEPTEMBER, BECAUSE OF THE IMPORTANCE OF THE 
ANNIVERSARY OE THE SIGNING OF THE QA; THAT THE SOVIET 
UNION CONSIDERED THAT IT WOULD BE VERY IMPORTANT TO 
AEFIRM THE SIGNIEICANCE OF THIS AGREEMENT BUT IT DID 
NOT APPEAR THAT THE OTHER PARTIES TO THE AGREEMENT HELD 
THE SAME VIEW. I DID NOT RESPOND TO HIS STATEMENT. 

HE THEN ASKED ME WHEN I WAS LEAVING. HE SAID THE SOVIET 
AMBASSADOR WANTED TO SEE ME BEEORE I LEFT AND THAT 
THE SOVIET EMBASSY WOULD BE CALLING NEXT WEEK. COOPER 
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